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My Astley Bridge
Keep up to date with local news on facebook search: ‘My Astley Bridge’

HANDS OFF! 
HORROCKS  FOLD

Templecombe Drive

Councils across Greater Manchester have created 
a “master plan” called the Greater Manchester 
Spatial Framework, to set out a plan for the 
development of homes over the next 20 years. On 
31st October, documents were released which 
revealed Horrocks Fold has been submitted by 
landowners as part of the initial consultation as 
a potential site and as part of the plans to build 
around 3000 houses across the North of Bolton. 
  
Local residents are not only angered by this suggestion, but also 
confused, as this area is one of natural beauty, rich in wildlife and 
natural fauna; seemingly something which local planners have 
continued to ignore as Bolton Town development has centred 
on sprawling outwards over many years.

The confusion is centred on the apparent lack of focus on the development of significant volume of brown 
field sites, which includes a town centre that many would say appears dilapidated. Confused, because, 
elsewhere, many forward thinking town and city planners have concentrated on bringing residents back into 
the centre – with a great deal of success, both for the residents and local businesses. 
 
A group of local residents has set up “The Friends of Horrocks Fold” to campaign against these proposed 
Green Belt developments, and are calling on your support. This area has many attractions, but also includes 
a natural culvert which frequently overflows. The question of management of this issue is one of many which 
seriously concern the group, particularly as opinion is this land is simply not suitable to build several hundred 
homes on. Residents have until the 23rd of December (2016) to register their objections to these plans.  Draft 
letters can be found on the “My Astley Bridge” Facebook page, the Friends of Horrocks Fold Facebook page, 
on www.warrenfox.co.uk or by e-mailing to hello@horrocksfold.info.  
 

TO OBJECT - register your objections via e-mail to GMSF@agma.gov.uk. You can also sign a 
petition locally at The Top Shop, Inspired Beauty, Edwardi’s and Tobutt’s Sports.

We need your support! To object, email: GMSF@agma.gov.uk 
or online at: http://gmsf-consult.objective.co.uk
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IS THIS LAND REALLY 
SUITABLE FOR HOUSES?
Belmont Rd is overflowing with 
surface water after the recent 
heavy rainfall. 

Proposed development site 
flooded from the water culvert.

Recently a resident’s survey was carried out through  the ‘My Astley Bridge’ Facebook page on local 
issues, and 93.7% of residents that responded thought that congestion was a major issue in our area. 
Additionally, it was reported in the Bolton News that local health centres on Waters Meeting Road 
& Crompton Health Centre were both under threat of being closed.  Add in the Council recently 
announced that it would look to make 200+ jobs redundant in a bid to make savings following 
government cuts. There is simply not going to be the desired investment in infrastructure that is needed 
to deal with this increase in houses in our area.  
 
This is not just an environmental issue, but a social one too. Bolton is sleep walking into a disaster 
if we allow this large number of houses to be built.

* Horrocks Fold is a natural drainage area for 
Winter Hill and surrounding moorland. Look 
at the lodge & the river in the valley. Belmont 
Road is frequently soaked in water after a 
moderate amount of rainfall. The field adjacent 
to the entrance to Templecombe Drive is 
waterlogged, despite the drainage culvert. 
The lower field is frequently boggy. When the 
culvert has been blocked local houses have 
been flooded. Weren’t the scenes from last 
winter warning enough not to build near to 
water courses and natural drainage areas?

* A recent Joseph Rowntree Foundation study 
put Bolton as one of the most declining cities/
towns in the Country. If we can’t sort out what 
we already have, what hope do we have with 
17,000 more houses? 
 
* We are not against building houses, however 
they should build on exisiting brownfield 
sites first, affordable, use the 5000 empty 
properties in the town first, build upwards not 
outwards. There is lots they can do without 
building on our green belt land.
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